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ANNOUNCING THE END OF 
RAIL TRAVEL NEWSLETTER 


Starting in January, 1975, Rail Travel Newsletter will no longer be published 
under that name. That's right, in a few weeks you won't have Rail Travel 
Newsletter to kick around anymore. That's because we're changing our name to 
RAIL TRAVEL NEWS. For those who don't like change, may we remind you that 
we'll still be RTN, and we'll still be bringing you your favorite departments, 
features, and news coverage, as always. 

Why are we making this move? Well, why did Coca-Cola adopt the name Coke? 
Because so many people spontaneously call it that. And because it better 
reflects the scope of our publication effort. And because it's shorter and 
easier to say and because it allows us to redesign our masthead to make a 
snappier cover. And because it's a good publicity gimmick to increase our 
readership and thereby make RIN a better publication for you. 

But one warning: the Postal Service is going to ask for massively increased 
first class postage rates early in 1975. This move will mean a necessary 
increase in RIN subscription rates. Right now you can still order RIN for 

the current rate of only seven dollars per year, delivered by first class mail 
in North America (check with us for overseas rates). Use the coupon below or 
a separate scrap of paper to order your renewal or new subscription now. 
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LETTERS 


Is that a steam engine above the first high-level coach on the LONE STAR on the 
rear cover of the First November issue? 
Victor Henkoski 
St, Joseph, Missouri 
(Yes, it is. Jack Ferry tells us it is owned by a Mr. 
sitting there unused since April, 1971 - Ed.) 


Thank you for printing yet another fine article by Glenn Lee (last issue). Lee 
was right on target in his criticisms of the sloppy operation of the EMPIRE BUILDER. 
It is interesting to note that throughout most of last summer one set of the train 
ran with a slumbercoach in place of an 11-bedroom sleeper. Another set had an ex- 
B&0 dome sleeper (revenue capacity: 12) in piace of a bedroom car. One would think 
that Amtrak ... should have been able to come up with more suitable equipment. Our- 
ing this same period they were using 11-bedroom cars as slumbercoaches on the BROAD- 
WAY. What kind of twisted logic was responsible for such ridiculous equipment ass- 
ignments is anybody's guess, but it seems typical of Amtrak's operating philosophy. 

Charles A. Rudisel 


Dick Jensen, and has been 


White Bear Lake, Minnesota 


The piece by Glenn Lee about his experiences while riding Amtrak's excuse for the 
EMPIRE BUILDER was particularly interesting to me, since | have ridden this train 
many times and have felt the same frustration and disappointment expressed by Mr, 
Lee at the shoddy way it is run. 

It amazes me how these Amtrak people (who must be bumbling idiots) can say, "We- 
're making the trains worth traveling again" and yet, at the same time, operate the 
train in the utterly despicable way Lee describes. Not even in the waning years of 
passenger service immediately preceding Amtrak was the EMPIRE BUILDER as bad as it 
is now. The second-rate equipment, filthy interiors and lexan windows are bound to 
take their toll. If Amtrak officials think passengers do not notice such things, 
they are sadly mistaken... 

Artis MacPherson 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


The folly of yet another Amtrak route thru Appalachia demonstrates the madness 
employed by the NRPC "planners." The nocturnal operation of the JAMES WHITCOMB 
RILEY is crazy enough, but now the clowns are going to add another nocturnal run 
into nowheresville. Still worse, the "new" selection of a Washington-Cincinnati- 
St. Louis-Denver route will add a third ramble thru "Almost Heaven." They never 
heard of a day train. 

Congressman Harley Staggers is to be commended for making West Virginia the Num- 
ber One Amtrak State, while 952 of the nation suffers. Per capita, West Virginia 
will soon have better service than states with ten times the potential. It sure 
is a shame Amtrak fiddles while the traveler burns. Patrons, if you want to go 
anywhere in West Virginia, soon you'll be able to. Sorry, Atlantans. 

The scheduling, fares and route selection of Amtrak put it far ahead of the Pos- 
tal Service in mismanagement, and if possible, even less efficient. 

Steve Evans 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Your interesting article in the First November issue on the inaugural of the New 
York-Detroit train, plus your previous articles on the ADIRONDACK, lead me to ask 
one question, Who but a group of raving lunatics would run a passenger train 676 

(continued on page 19) 
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ons Fe: ee THE C0 VER ST ORY 

Just in time to upset the big Thanksgiving weekend, 
r at 8pm on Nov. 27, Southern Pacific's main line be- 
tween Oregon and California was knocked out south of 
Junsmuir, CA by a freight wreck which wiped out a 
steel bridge. Workers were hampered at times by 
heavy rains, and Amtrak was forced to detour its 
COAST STARLIGHT via Western Pacific and Burlington 
Northern between Sacramento, CA and Klamath Falls, 
OR, using WP's Feather River Route. The detour was 
+ in effect until Dec. 7, and added about six hours 

. to the STARLIGHT's run. 

During this time, Amtrak ran an extra stub train 
between Oakland and Los Angeles, on the normal STAR- 
_+% LIGHT schedule. The train ran southbound only, and 

4 the engines and cars were deadheaded back to Oak- 

4 land each day in the regular STARLIGHT consist. The 
cover photo, by Ted Nelson, depicts the stub train 
mee on Dec. 6, pulling out of SP's Oakland yards, green 
wees flags flying, heading for L.A. The 7-car consist is 
Cn, gee me drawn by two F units--Amtrak #110 and an SP-painted 
NS MS Me engine. As lucky Ted pressed the shutter release 
ee a a me of his camera, a BART train happened to whiz by on 
Mee an overpass in the background, heading from San 
me Francisco to Oakland. At the left is a rear view 
of the same train as it moves out of the yards, 
past a string of empty baggage cars. 


AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
me =n this and the following issues we embark on what 
“may be RIN's most important publishing venture to 
date. Our correspondent, Peter Putnam Bretz, is 
just completing a full month of in-depth evaluation 


rail system and its operations at the home office. At the invitation of 








of Amtrak's 
Amtrak, Pete went to Washington and spent many days interviewing the people there 


and poking around the head office to find what makes Amtrak tick. In the process he 
rode as many trains as possible in the Amtrak system, virtually covering all Amtrak's 
rail operations across the nation, 

He is now preparing his mammoth report, and we begin it in this issue with a des- 
cription of his travels on the EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS. In coming issues we will have 
his reports on many other trains in the system, and perhaps most importantly, his 

| impressions of what it's really like working at NRPC's Washington headquarters, 
| Don't miss this important series! 
a 


NATION GIRDS FOR COMING GASOLINE CUTBACK 


The nation is today wondering what the final decison by the Ford administration 
will be on means of cutting back gasoline consumption in the U.S. 

Among the options open to the President are allocation of petroleum supplies, as 
was done last winter, resulting in gas station lines and closings; a tax on gas; 
rationing of gasoline; and a voluntary cutback. Administration officials helieve 
that voluntary cutbacks have not worked thus far, and it is likely that some manda- 
tory reduction will be required. A panel of advisors will present their evaluations 
to the President soon, who will announce his decision in January in conjunction with 
state of the union message. Some sources say a stiff gasoline tax is likely. The 
aim is to cut back usage 15Z, or a million barrels daily during the next year. ; 
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with Amtrak in the Northeast 


FUN AND OLD TIMES 


by Peter Putnam Bretz 


It was Nov. 28. I stood in the queen of the great railroad halls, 
Grand Central Station. I gazed up, up into the stratosphere of its 
towering domed ceiling, with the etchings of constellations winking back 
at me in lightbulb stars. The terminal is being cleaned now, and there 
are sections where beautiful muraled halls shine with a’ brilliance un- 
known to commuters of the 50's and 60's. The New York Central's "fleet" 
would depart, too, once upon a time. This morning on track 34 awaits 
the EMPIRE STATE EXPA=SS. But it's an Amtrak train, and there is little 
glory. 

I step into a yellow and blue D&H coach #32, the "Bulwagga". The 
train is well patronized, carrying thru cars to both Montreal and Detroit. 
Two ex-NH FL-9s supply power as we leave GCT on time. #5010 and #5025 
wear thin, showing the old red and white NH logo through the black paint. 
Behind is NYC baggage car 9120, four 6400-series Amtrak coaches (all 
ex-NYC); 8341, ex-UP lunch—counter lounge; Amtrak coaches 6428 & 6423; 
and NYC 3600 (same type of coach, only unrefurbished). These 3600- and 
3100-series cars were regulars on Empire Service trains. Next came the 
D&H 32, and rearmost was MTA 3271 (built for the first Pere Marquette 
train in 1945). 

On board, the trainmen were very attentive and pleasant, helping 
passengers with lugc-age, cracking jokes and putting all at ease. Out 
into the sun from the Park Ave tunnel and along the Electric Division 
of the Penn Central. I headed for the ex-UP diner and quickly found a 
seat. JI was none too soon, as the tables filled with famished passen- 
zers, all wanting breakfast. I ordered scrambled eggs, sausage, English 
muffin, grapefruit juice and coffee. jie grumbled over the Harlem River 
and past the "new" Yankee Stadium. Next came the place where the Polo 
3rounds used to be, and apartment houses were now. There had been an 
old rickety elevated bridge across the river from Sedgwick Avenue, ' 
which serwed as an IRT link to the old ball park. Years before, it had 
sontinusd dowmtown as the 6th Ave El. Now, it had just been torn dow. 
>ieces of bridge and track lay strewn about as if some giant kid had 
sired of his snap-track layout and pulled it apart, leaving the sections 
in big piles. In a second, we flashed by the old passenger car wash 
rack where the Central's fleet had been cleaned. It too was torn down. 
Look fast now, on the other side and try to spot the old Sedgwick Ave 
serminus of the NYC's Putnam Division. The little 2-car trains from 
apper Westchester and Putnam Counties, pulled by 2-6-0 and ten-wheelers 
would simmer here during the day. Nothing but weeds now. High 
3ridge Station in a minute now, where the transfer to Hudson Div. trains 
would take place. I recall the time, in the early 50's, when a Putnam 
steamer raced our MU'ed train along the parallel track, the driving 
wheels whirling past my window. 

We turned away from the Putnam Division near Marble Hill, passed 
che 'Duyvil, and sprang out along the majestic Hudson on 4-track main. 

7 munch an English muffin and glamce over across to the Palisades, those 
zreat rock walls that once contained a relief carving of Adolf Hitler's 
face. Quite the talk during World War II. The carving is mutilated now, 
inrecognizable. The river broadens to about 5 miles at Croton Point, and 


we stop to change engines at Harmon. I watch the FL-9s being exchanged 
for standard Central E-8s. Why not run the FL-9s up to Albany? Mainly 
2secause the old engines might not make too many trips, and besides, 
they're not too many to cover all the trains. 

Off we go again, and I spot the "P2Bs" at Croton north. We speed 


along the southbound main in order to pass the local "beeliner". Our 
train keeps close to the river side up past Peekskill-and the Bear Mt. 
2ridge, crossing over at Garrison. Around a long curve now, and I 

follow the Black diesels' progress. I recall a scene from my boyhood, 
when I rounded this same curve aboard the PACEMAKER and watched the 

dlack Hudson spew forth smoke up ahead. Fest running most of the way 

70 Albany. Checking the Poughkeepsie Bridge (I heard reports that it'd 
seen repaired), I still saw what seemed to be burned out sections. 

Sight at 11:20, the EMPIFe arrived at Albany-Renssalaer station. After 
switching, the train was transformed: number, name and power all were new. 
#69, the ADIRONDACK consisted of D&H #1001, an old ex~Zrie modernized 
neavyweight coach with turtleback roofline, the MTA coach and the ¥Bulwagega" 
and leased CP dinette-coach "Bluff Point" (CP "507). For power--well, 


page & 


—— 


riding the LAURENTIAN in 1970, I had missed getting the PA's and was 
hoping for them now. And yes, there was Alco PA #18. Due to mechanical 
problems, her sister was in the shop and RS-11 #5020 was on the point, 
the PA supp:ying steam. 

CrOssing the river and backing down to the D&H track, why, there 
was the old Albany stution, sitting forlornly next to a freeway. Up 
a mile or two the dome section brushed along some tell-tales. Now, 
that was something new. At Colonie Shops, a variety of equipment was 
kicking around, including an ex-Reading coach in blue and yellow, but 
the newly vainted war bonnet sharknoses were safely tucked away inside. 
At Saratoga Spring, we sat for 37 minutes for a freight to clear. He 
had broken a knuckle, putting our meet with #68 just above Ft. Edward. 

As it passed, also with a dome, I noticed a drumhead sign on its rear. 
Getting down, I checked our trsin, and sure enough, a nice train name 

sign with designs of trees and such proclaimed the ADIRONDACK] We had 
2/3 capacity on board with the Erie car closed off. 

Snow a ppeared on the ground by Mechanicsville and stayed with us. 
After a while, I sat down to eat. The facilities in the resr of the 
dome car are very limited, with only two regular tables, and some ser- 
viettes facing inward with lounge seats. White cloths and Amtrak table 
service, of course. I enjoyed a very tasty ham and cheese sandwich 
prepared in the smallish kitchen under the dome. As we clicked along, 

I reflected on the variations of this train over the years. It played 
host to domes, observations, elephant-eared 800's, PA's, and green 

and cream heavyweight coaches, plus D&RGW diners. In all, the D&H has 
always run a good train. There was a fine attitude in the air today, also. 
Up in the dome again along Lake Champlain in the gathering dusk. A 
trainman was saying to a passenger: ''. . . yes, this mountain, during the 
summer, is chock full of rattlesnakes. They hole up this time of year, 

but when spring comes, watch out." Looking at the snow covered hill, 

it suddenly became a sinister mountain leering down at our tiny train. 

Plattsburg was attained 45 minutes late, but customs at Lacolle was 
swift. Over the D&H-owned Napierville Jct Railway to the CP at Adiron- 
dack Jct. Smoother track here and we zipped up to 80. Due to padding 
in the timetable, we arrived at Windsor Station on time at 6:50pm. 

I walked thru the chill nignt to gare Central of the Canadian National 
and began a weekend adventure in Quebec Province. 

I returned the evening of Dec. 2 to Central Station—-THE MONTREAIER 
was posted for track 15. Checking in at the first class desk, I was 
told that I might have to be bumped out of my space. Altho positive 
reservations had been made weeks ago, I had a pass for this trip, so 
low priority~-besides, the conductor said I could stay in the headhead 
sleeper so no problem. But there were to be other problems later, 

At loading time, a huge mob descended to the train. I stashed my 
gear in the deadhead an checked the train, walking along the high-level 
platform. Three Amtrak covered wagons headed #61 up: 266,295 and 261; 
then two baggage-@orm-18 seat coaches, 1591 and 1592; sleeper 2105 
"Henderson", a 5~1-4-4 ex-Seaboard car, used by Amtrak as a 6DBR, 4 RMT, 
crew section car; #2699, a 10~6; #8335 diner-tavern; 3302 bar-lounge 
(Le Pub) rebuilt ex-C& coache; chair cars 6029 (an Amtrak rebuild, 
ex-ATK 5218, ex=-RF&P 854); 5643 (ex-NYC); 6056 (ex~I&N)3 7259 (ex—NH 
parlor); and 6007 (ex-SAL). The last two were closed off leaving Montreal, 

I came back to the deadhead sleeper, spliced between the diner and 
the other sleepers. #2550 was one of the ex-Rock Island 86 that Amtrak 
purchased for the still-born 2nd New York-Chicago train. And the only 
RI car to retain its original name: "Air Force Academy". It was refurbish 
~ed well, and I selected roomette 2, across from the conductor's set—up. 
The center bedrooms were overly hot, however. Since there was no atten- 
dant assigned to a deadhead car, I turned down the heat myself, then 
noticed the writeup sheet stating just why this car was out of service. 
"Window broken in roomette 3, heat in bedrooms bad, and....rats in cartt" 
Don't tell me}! A rodent running under the tables in a diner is one thing, 
but over your face at night in a darkened puliman-=not exactly the great- 
est’ Oh, did my imagination start up. But, wait. The heat was getting 
better after making the adjustment, and the window had been repaired in 
the roomette (not lexan but glass; ah, those Canadians), so maybe... 
Thing about rats are that they stay out of sight until the lights go off, 
then come out. Later, however, a crew member said that they weren't rats 
at all, just mice. ‘ell?l That's better--I think. A little mouse I can 
put up with. Thoughts of poor little kids sleeping amid rat-infested te- 
nements went through my mind. They have to put up with it every night. 


(continued on page 16) page 5 
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mixed train of thoughts 


ICG*S PAUL REISTRUP still appears to be the top contender for the position of new 
Autrak president, One rumor circulating in the Midwest had it that he had already 
accepted the post, but Amtrak officially said no, he hasn't been offerred the job 
yet and can't be until and unless Congress raises the $60,000 salary restriction 

on Amtrak execs. The House has just passed the Surface Transportation Act, and the 
Senate could tack on a salary increase in its version if it desired, Amtrak's board 
meets again Dec. 18 and could possibly take up the matter then..... AMTRAK'S AGAIN 
PLANNING to eliminate the first-class diner on the SOUTHWEST LIMITED. This would 
happen sometine mid-January and mid-May if president Roger Lewis approves the move 
eooee A MISSOURI NEWSPAPER reported that an Amtrak official had told the state : 
that an extension of the ILLINOIS ZEPHYR 17 miles into Hannibal, MO was being stud 
ied as a top priority item, but Amtrak can officially report nothing on this matter 
eeoee AMTRAK'S NEW BILEVEL cars have gotten 3 bidders thus far: Pullman-Standard, Pe 
Budd and Rohr, and Amtrak plans to announce the winning bidder in early January. 
Aatrak asked for price figures on 250, 350 and 450 cars, the exact number to be or- 
dered to depend on the final cost (altho Amtrak's 5-year plan calls for 235 cars). 
The builder is to deliver completed cars to Amtrak, with the rail corporation pro- 
viding the builder with carpeting, seats, food service units, sleeping units, etc. 
All the cars will have air suspension systems, toilet units that neutralize wastes 
that are then dropped on the tracks, and showers in the men's and women's rooms. 

The sleepers being ordered will be double-slumbercoach type budget sleepers, with- 
out toilets in every room (these will be located 4 the ends of the halls and down- 
stairs. The builders are figuring 20 months' time for tooling up, so first delivery 
would be in the latter part of 1976, with 16-18 cars per month being turned out a 
short time later. A certain ratio of coach, food service, and sleeper cars must be 
delivered. Besides plans for this new equipment, Amtrak is talking about stripping 
about 310 sleepers, lounges and diners to shells to rebuild them with head-end elec- 
trical power, new trucks, and other improvements. This plan has not reached the fi- 
nal approval stage yet..... JHE EMPIRE BUILDER derailed in St. Paul, MN eastbound 
the morning of Nov. 26. There were no injuries, and damage to equipment was light. 
Four of the 11 cars derailed but remained upright--these were #2154 "Silver Orchid" 
(used as dorm), 4512, 5017 "Silver Cinch," and dome coach 9485, Rest of cars re- 
sumed the trip after 2-hr delay. Psors from derailed cars were bused or flown on. 
Train was doing 10mph when it derailed on one leg of the wye just east of the old 
St. Paul Union Depot..... ILLINOIS GOVERNOR WALKER jin early December vetoed funds 
for an Awtrak 403-b service between Chicago and Quinton, lowa via Fulton, IL..... 


ee R 
SPECIAL PENN CENTRAL trains to the Army-Navy football game ran Nov. 30. Here are 
their consists: (order is front to rear on return trip; the reverse on the runs to 
the game) TRAIN N-1 (reserved train to & from Newark & NY) GG-1 #914; PC coaches 
1539, 1509, 7535, 1538, 1543, 1574, 1502 (all ex-PRR 64-seat); Amtrak parlor lounge 
3353; PC coach 1589 (ex-PRR 60-seat wearing a blue stripe, was the "first" Amtrak 
coach--actually leasede-displayed May 1, 1971); PC coach 1488 (ex-PRR 72-seat); PC 
Gheseat ex-PRR coaches 1512, 1523, 1578, 1519. TRAIN N-2 (similar to N-1) GG-1 # 
925; private car "Pennsylvania"; Amtrak coach 7003; PC coachesnack bar 3233; Amtrak 
snack bar coach 3969; Amtrak coaches 5476, 5612, 5440; PC coach 1480 & 1588; private 
car "Hampton Roads.* TRAIN W-1 (reserved to & from D.C.) GG-1's 4894 & 4932; PC 
coach 1569; PC parlor-obs 7128 "George Washington"; Amtrak parlor-bag 1703 "Windham 
County"; PC coach 1537, 1482, 1411, 1403, 1481, 1520; PC parlor-bag 7187 "Queens 
County"; PC coaches 1408, 1418, 1429, 1515, Amtrak coach 5662; PC coach 148. 
Train Ne3 (unres. to & from Metro Park, Newark)GG-1 #901; PC coaches 2116, 2136, 
2106, 2130 (ex-NYC 108-seat); PC 6-day room/buffet lounge 4423; PC (ex-NYC) 108- 
seat coaches 2112, 2150, 2100, 2110, TRAIN W-2 (res, to & from D.C.) GG-1's 4893, 
908; PC coaches 1535, 1540, 1524, 1583; PC parlor-obs 7127 "Martha Washington"; PC 
page 6 continual on page 15) 
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THANKSGIVING ON AMTRAK 1974 


by Ken Maylath 


No two ways about fite=Thanksgiving Sunday this year wasn't the best time to 
travel in the heavily populated Eastern and Midwestern sections of the countrya 
no matter what the means of transportation, But many had to travel that day-« 
traditionally one of the heaviest single travel days of the year-eas they returned 
to home, school and jobs at the conclusion of the Jong weekend, 

Weather was the culprit which made the return journeys of thousands a difficult 
proposition to say the least, From Eastern Michigan to Western Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia it was snow-etwo feet in places, In the Middle Atlantic area it was 
drenching rain and high wind, 

Winds reaching gale force virtually closed Washington's National Airport for 
much of the day and caused diversion of a TWA flight to Dulleseea flight which went 
down in the hills West of Dulles with the loss of 92 lives. Highways thru several 
states were littered with abandoned cars, as thousands of motorists didn't make it 
home until the next day. The Pennsylvania Turnpike was shut down completely for most 
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No Metroliner was more than 15 minutes late. Metroliner photo by the author. 
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of its Harrisburg-Pittsburgh distance from Sunday into Monday, The Ohio Turnpike was 


a similar story. Such conditions don't do much for bus service as well as private auto 


travel, Indeed, many buses arrived in Baltimore more than an hour late from New 
York--an area plagued by wind and rain, but no snow, Many waited for hours in bus 
terminals before getting on their way, 

Before all of thiS developed, Amtrak was prepared for a bigger Thanksgiving 
than in 1973, 1050 extra car trips were planned for the entire weekend, compared 
with about 800 last year (including about 140 both times for 5 special Army-Navy 
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Rail Canada 


CP RAIL'S POSITION on Pacific Northwest 
ferry fares continues enigmatic. The 
one-way fare from Vancouver to Nanaimo 
has been cut from $2.95 to $2 for the 
38-mile crossing. This contrasts shar- 
ply to policy on the Seattle-Victoria 
service in the summer, when fares, in- 
creased well over 1973 levels on May 1, 
were raised again July 1. In other 
news, attempts are being made to obtain 
federal subsidies to support continued 
operation of the Seattle-Victoria 
"Princess Marguerite." Lloyd Davies, 
head of the Victoria Downtown Business 
Assoc., reported late in November that 
his group had contacted elected repre- C 
sentatives in Ottawa. Davies was op- 
timistic. "It appears that we in B.C. 
have a good case to get federal money 
but at this stage it's too early to 
tell what the outcome will be." 


ONTARIO'S TRANSPORTATION CAULDRON con- 
tinues to bubble following the govern- 
ment's withdrawal from mag-lev GO-Urban 
system testing. A no-confidence motion by opposition Liberal leader Robert Nixon and 
NDP leader Stephen Lewis was defeated in parliament 56-35, The fiery Lewis, always 
good at turning a phrase, described the Government's experimentation with GO0-Urban as 
a "kind of strange, beleagured obsession with technological grandeur." Heinz Ruhnau, 
secretary of state for the West German Ministry of Transport, and Dr. Dietmarg Fren- 
zel of the Bonn ministry of research and technology, agreed that the mag-lev system 
could not provide an economical solution to urban transit problems, In an analytical 
statement, Frenzel said: "It's just too expensive at this time." 

The fiery Lewis, unfazed by the defeat of his no-confidence motion, told the press: 
"It (GO-Urban) began as a piece of political opportunism. But it ended up with a 
sort of self=hypnotism on the part of the people who were involved, They forgot a- 
bout its value in applying it to people and transportation systems." 


TORONTO'S SUBWAY SYSTEM, long praised for cleanliness and freedom from vandalism and 
violence, has been experiencing in recent months crime problems long associated with 
American systems, ITC officials have refused to release information on crime, and 
while criticizing Canada's liberal immigration policies, have stepped up anti-crime 
measures, including increased police patrols, computer terminals at subway stations 
to help speed fingerprint checks, additional closed-circuit TV cameras, private sec- 
urity patrols, and electronic warning systems for buses in trouble. The system re- 
cently reported a bus hijacking. 


CANADIAN NEWS BRIEFS: Major changes in service, fares, and transfers have increased 

daily patronage of the surviving Toronto Dial-A-Bus project almost 40%..... Ontario 

Transport Minister John Rhodes said the government may allow construction of bus-only 
lanes on the portion of the Spadina Expressway now completed except for pavement..... 
Canada announced in late Nov, an 18% cutback in oi] exports to the U.S.; it now sup- 

plies almost 1/3 of crude oi] that the U.S. imports. These cutbacks will be further 

increased over the next 9 years. Canada also has imposed a tax which raised the cost 
of exported oj] to that of oi] obtained elsewhere..... B.C. Ferries this fall is op- 
erating its Vancouver-Victoria & Vancouver-Nanaimo runs on full summer shcedules..... 
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N "overflow" relief train following 
the Turbo out of Toronto, at Danforth 
station, last July 14. Consist is 3 
cars: 2 coaches and 2500-series snack 
lounge. Train runs Friday & Sunday 
just behind Turbo's 4:30 departure as 
an extra, varies in length from 3 to 
13 cars. Photo by Fred Matthews. 
TRIACS OE ANE TOL OL I PED 








THANKSGIVING ON AMTRAK 1974 


by Ken Maylath 


No two ways about ite-Thanksgiving Sunday this year wasn't the best time to 
travel in the heavily populated Eastern and Midwestern sections of the countrye= 
no matter what the means of transportation, But many had to travel that day-= 
traditionally one of the heaviest single travel days of the year--as they returned 
to home, school and jobs at the conclusion of the long weekend, 

Weather was the culprit which made the return journeys of thousands a difficult 
proposition to say the least, From Eastern Michigan to Western Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia it was snow-etwo feet in places, In the Middle Atlantic area it was 
drenching rain and high wind, 

Winds reaching gale force virtually closed Washington's National Airport for 
much of the day and caused diversion of a TWA flight to Dulleseea flight which went 
down in the hills West of Dulles with the loss of 92 lives. Highways thru several 
states were littered with abandoned cars, as thousands of motorists didn't make it 
home until the next day. The Pennsylvania Turnpike was shut down completely for most 











Ee : wk Bk Coe 
No Metroliner was more than 15 min 


utes late. Metroliner photo by the author. 


i iw Hck RU Mle th cell cn lke od eta hadi sthbabe ls: aes inlaid ol 
of its Harrisburg-Pittsburgh distance from Sunday into Monday, The Ohio Turnpike was — 


a similar story, Such conditions don't do much for bus service as well as private aut 
travel, Indeed, many buses arrived in Baltimore more than an hour late from New 
York--an area pt aqued by wind and rain, but no snow, Many waited for hours in bus 


terminals before @tting on their way, 
Befor all of this developed, Amtrak was prepared for a bigger Thanksgiving 
than in 1973, 1050 extra car trips were planned for the entire ers compared 
rmy-Navy 


with about 800 last year (including about 140 both times for 5 special 
page 8 (continued on page 13) 





| 


- 2 


£ < y « 


Rail Canada 


CP RAIL'S POSITION on Pacific Northwest 
ferry fares continues enigmatic. The 
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ply to policy on the Seattle-Victoria 
service in the summer, when fares, in- : 
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tinues to bubble following the govern- 
ment's withdrawal from mag-lev GO-Urban 
system testing. A no-confidence motion by opposition Liberal leader Robert Nixon and 
NDP leader Stephen Lewis was defeated in parliament 56-35, The fiery Lewis, always 
good at turning a phrase, described the Government's experimentation with G0-Urban as 
a "kind of strange, beleagured obsession with technological grandeur." Heinz Ruhnau, 
secretary of state for the West German Ministry of Transport, and Dr. Dietmarg Fren- 
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violence, has been experiencing in recent months crime problems long associated with 
American systems, ITC officials have refused to release information on crime, and 
while criticizing Canada's liberal immigration policies, have stepped up anti-crime 
measures, including increased police patrols, computer terminals at subway stations 
to help speed fingerprint checks, additional closed-circuit TV cameras, private sec- 
urity patrols, and electronic warning systems for buses in trouble. The system re- 
cently reported a bus hijacking. 
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CN "overflow" relief train following 
the Turbo out of Toronto, at Danforth 
station, last July 14. Consist is 3 
cars: 2 coaches and 2500-series snack 
lounge. Train runs Friday & Sunday 
just behind Turbo's 4:30 departure as 
an extra, varies in length from 3 to 
13 cars. Photo by Fred Matthews. 
RTE EBL EA RET A LITO T LRRELEC IIE 








Headers may be interested in some data concerning a recent 
trip on two relatively obscure CN trains: weekly train 177 from 
Quebec to Chicoutimi, and train 72 from Chicoutimi to Montreal. I 
recently took a weekend trip with the express purpose of sampling 
these two trains. 
After an overnight trip from kitchener via trains 664-58-20, 
I boarded train 177 on a gray Saturday in November at Quebec's 
Palais Station. Consist was one heavyweight coach, one baggage 
car, and one (empty) mail storage car. Passenger load was 7. This 
train runs tri-weekly during the summer, but only weekly in winter. 
Its 7% schedule to do the 227 miles to Chicuotimi hardly competes 
with the highway, but it serves many points not accessible by road 
and is used in the summer by campers and hikers. 

Departure required pulling out into the yards and then backing 
through the station on track 10 to the Limoilou junction in front 
of the station. The first 56 miles to Riviere-a-Fierre, over the 
St. Haymond Subdivision, revealed the worst track of the trip; speeds 
of around 30 mph were normal; 35 mph was the highest. At kKiviere-a- 
Pierre the crew invited us to visit the "Marchand General" across 
the street "pour manger"; it would be the only chance we had to obtain 
any food. 

At Riviere-a-Pjerre the main line from Montreal is joined and 
the track improved somewhat, with 50 mph speeds occasionally possible. 
As we reached the summit of the Laurentian Mountains the snow became 
quite deep (there was none at Quebec), and our passenger load swelled 
to its peak of 10. Darkness fell well before 4pm as we descended 
to the Saguenay valley. We had become about 30 minutes late in meeting 
a freight north of Riviere-a-Pierre (the only other train seen the 
entire day), and our final arrival at Chicoutimi was about 15 minutes 
late, after the spectacular descent down steep frack to the Saguenay 
River. Only two other passengers joined me for the entire trip to 
Chicoutimi. 

At Chicoutimi I purchased a lower berth for the return to 
Montreal, and after a Chinese dinner at a restaurant near the station, 
boarded train 72 which left on time at 9:20pm. Consist was baggage 
car, two heavyweight coaches, sleeper lounge "Ft. Melville" (4 DBR); 
and sleeper "Melville" (8 Sec! DBRICpt]DR). I was the only sleeper 
passenger out of Chicoutimi. It was my first trip in a lower berth 
Since the Owl from Boston in 1968. 

At Jonquiere, 10 miles from Chicoutimi, we added an express car 
and two mail storage cars, and, with some coupling difficulties, 
departed 25 minutes late. At Chambord passengers were transferred 
from the Dolbeau connection (the through Dolbeau-Montreal sleeper 
was discontinued a few years back) which consisted of a single coach 
and single baggage/mail car. 

I soon fell asleep, finding that the "Melville" was a perfectly- 
maintained car especially in that area where Amtrak kas s0 much 
difficulty, the quality of its ride. I slept soundly until wakened 
at Hervey, where there 1s intricate switching with train 74, the 
Cochrane-Quebec service. Here we picked up an express car, baggage 
car, mail car, two coaches, diner-lounge, and sleeper "Watrous" also 
of the 8-1-1-] type. Our train was now 15 cars long, with 7 cars of 
head end, possibly the longest unnamed train in North America. 

Although we departed Hervey half an hour late, we were on time 
again within the hour. The schedule is quite easy; in fact, the 
engineer would hold back at stops, departing a few mimutes late, 
in order to run at 60 instead of 40 to the next stop. 

. When I dressed I found that my shoes had been polished (Amtrak 
are you listening?). The diner-lounge served a gooe if quite 
expensive (nearly p4 includine tip) breakfast; writing down the oréer 
in French was a new experience. It should be remembered that CN has 
now discontinued entirely the policy of prepaying meals for sleeping- 
Car passengers. 

After passing through the Mt. Royal tunnel (the only long-haul 
train to do so) arrival in Montreal was ] minute early. 

I returned to Kitcherer by taking the Super Continertal to Cttawa 
and the The Exec. to Toronto. Lining car service on the Super was 
excellent, as well as the club car service on The kLxec,. 

I should say ir closing that I have found Ch services to be of 
the highest quality in recent months. Equipment is well-maintained, 
food is excellent, service is renerally superb, with many of the 
little touches, such as polishing shoes, that Amtrak no longer seems 
to care about. The staff in the Kitchener office is always helpful, 
and can procure reservations anywhere on CN within moments through 
their computer terminal. Trains are almost always on time; the only 
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train I rode on saw or this weekend that was more than a few minutes 
late was my connection, No. 664, from Kitchener to Toronto, which 
left Kitchener in a raging blizzard 30 minutes late. Connections 


are always held, though, and efforts are made to expedite’. transfers 


by placing connections on adjoining tracks. Our biggest complaint 
in the Kitchener-Waterloo area is not enough trains: Kitchener has 
the third greatest revenue in southwest Ontario (after London and 
Windsor, but only 4as 7 daily trains compared to London's 24 and 
Windser's 10. I suppose, as always, it's not as good as it used to 
be, but it 1s generally the highest level of service available in 
North America today, and reminds me of my youth 15 years ago on the 


Santa Fe in Oklahoma. 


W Selly 


fMuane W. Holler 





CONSISTS OF CN TRAINS RIDDEN AND NOTED ON THIP 
(A weekend in mid-November 1974) 


#664: London-Toronto 

HDC 

RDC/snack bar 

RDC 

RDC/baggage 

#58 CAVALIER 
Bageage-Toronto-Montreal 
Baggage: Toronto-Ottawa 
Sleeper: Toronto-Ottawa (4-8-4) 
Coach: 

Coach: Toronto-Montreal 
Coach: 

Lounge: 

Coach: 

Daynighter coach: 
Sleeper: (10-6) 
Sleeper: (14-4) 


Montreal sleepers were full. 
#20: Montreal-Quebec 

Coach 

Lounge 

Coach 

Club 


4% club and 69 coach 
passengers (Sat. am) 

No. 177: Quebec-Chicoutimt 
Coach 

Baggage 

Mail storage 


7 passengers out of Quebec, 

3 into Chicotumi; maximum 1]0. 
No. 74: Cochrane-Quebec 

Mail storage 

Baggage 

Coach 

Coach 

Lounge 

Sleeper (8-1]-1-1) 


(consists into Quebec) 

No. 72: CWicoutimi-Kontreal 
Express: Jonquiere-Montreal 
Kxpress: Cochrane-Montreal 

Mail storage: 

Mail storage: 

Mail storage: Jonquiere-Montreal 
Mail storage 

Baggage: Chicoutimi-Montreal 


(continued above) 


(#72 concluded) 

Coach: Chicoutimi-Montreal 
Coach: 

Lounge sleeper "Ft. Melville"4BR 
Sleeper "Melville" 8-1~-1-] 
Coach: Cochrane-Montreal 

Coach: 

Diner-lounge: 

Sleeper "Watrous" 4-]-1-1 


42 passengers into Montreal 
(34 coach and 7 sleeper, all 
sleeper passengers in lowers) 


#27: Washington-Montreal 
Baggage/dorm 

Sleeper (unnamed) 10-6 
Sleeper "Dillon County" 10-6 
Sleeper "Beaufort County" 10-6 
Diner 

Lounge 

4 coaches 

#1: Montral-Vancouver 
Baggage 

2 coaches 

daynighter coach 

caf e-lounge 

Sleeper "Eastport" 4-8-4 
diner-Capreol 


22 passengers out of Montreal 
(42 local coach, 35 long-haul 
coabhes, 16 sleeper). 

CP 1: Montreal-Vancouver 
Baggage/dorm 

Coach 

Skyline dome 

Diner 

Sleeper 5-1 -4-4 
Dome obs. sleeper 3-] 
#45 Ottawa-Toronto 
Baggage 

Club 

2 coach 

lounge 

2 coach 

#167 Toronto-Stratf ord 

3 coaches 

CP 12 Sudbury-Toronto 
Baggage 

Coach 

Skyline dome 
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FIRST JURY VERDICT arising from the tragic 1G commuter 
train collision in Chicago on Oct. 30, 1972, resulted in 
a decision to award 3 individuals $1,421,500 in damages, 
over $1 million of which was in punitive damages. {CG 
said it will appeal the Nov, 21 decision, called the 
"largest punitive damage award ever in any case in lili- 
A WN nois." 
THE BART LAWSUIT, reported here earlier, being brought against the manufacturers of 
the problem-plagued BART equipment, is said to be the most complex such lawsuit ever 
filed, and unprecedented in te transit industry. The 187-page suft, filed in Ala- 
meda County (CA) Superior Court, details hundreds of alleged defects ranging sagging 
doors due to mechanical distortion in the cars to improperly designed and incorrect- 
ly manufactured electric drive motors. The suit asks $237.8 million in damages and 
will probably come to trial in about two years. 


OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT, Peter Roehm of Rockport, MA (near Boston), spearheaded an ef- 
fort last month to prevent the town fathers from dropping out of the B&M=MBTA com- 
auter line because the town was starting to be billed for part of the costs of the 
train service. Pete hammered away in the press about the virtues of commuter trains 
(quote: "In this present world climate of energy shortages, both real and potential, 
with more demands coming to lessen automobile usage, the comments of the Rockport 
selectmen (city councilmen) are clearly out of order if not out of mind"), and when 
the town voted on the issue on Nov. 26, the trains won by a margin of 74 to 1. Some 
other towns--Andover, Ballardvale, North Andover and Shawsheen--were dropped from 
the commuter service, and some of them found quickly that they wanted back in. 


IN OTHER NEWS from the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, the DOT has given 
a $23.4 million grant to extend the South Shore Red Line from Quincy Center to South 
Braintree. The MBIA must put up $5.76 million in matching funds. 


TRANSIT NEWS BRIEFS: A Gallup poll last month found that 732 of Americans favor re- 
taining the 55-mph speed limit, many because of the improvement in traffic fatali- 
ties; and 68% think trucks should have the same or a slower speed. !n mid-December 
the House Public Works Committee voted to make the limit permanent and pressure the 
states to enforce it..... The Milwaukee Road, effective Dec. 2, was to add 8 more 
rush-hour trains to its two lines out of Chicago..... Seattle's Metro Transit Com- 
mittee will study the possibility of adding new commuter ferries on Puget Sound and 
Lake Washington..... A recent magazine of interest is Mass Transit, which began 
publication in July. The slick-paper, color magazine costs $12 a year (12 issues) 
from538 National Press Bldg., Washington DC 20045..... Greyhound bus fares for 
intraestate travel in California are expected to rise 7.8% on Dec. 16..... An ex- 
penditure of $1.7 million has been okayed by the Houston-Gal veston (TX) Area Coun- 
cil to form an area mass transit plan, it was announced late last month... 
Richard Clark is the new president of the Board of Directors of BART .. 00 A plan 
to raise the gasoline tax by 2¢ a gallon to help finance new fixed-rail mass tran- 
sit systems has been proposed in California this month..... Los Angeles is taking 
steps toward limited condemnation of SP lines there for use by commuter trains; it 
is asking the ICC and Public Utilities Commission for approval of the Plan.ooee 
Southern Pacific, on the other hand, is opposed to the idea, and sent executives 

to the Southland to convince the press that no one would ride commuter trains there 
because "People here are too married to their CAtS" swans Seattle's 2-week transit 
strike which ended Nov. 23 apparently didn't hurt patronage; ridership was believed 
to be above average a few days after buses began rolling againoeee. The Illinois 
Dept. of Transportation has commissioned a Maryland manufacturer to design plans 
for a double-decker bus for Chicago street use....- 
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(continued from page 8) 


game trains on Saturday--2 from Washington and 3 from New York). For Sunday, 

299 extra cars were programmed for the Northeast Corridor. 1 headed to Washington 
Union Station that afternoon to watch operations and compare with last year, This 
before fully realizing how the weather was conspiring to throw even more of the 
burden Amtrak's way. 

An indication as to how things were developing could be seen before | left 
Baltimore, shortly after 1:00, The PA system announced that the northbound 
SENATOR, due at 1:45, might be standing room only, | boarded the EAST WIND, 
normally a run from Boston, but on Sundays only originating in New York, The 10=car 
orate ance a a 4 i ae late and arrived in Washington 8 minutes behind 
without incident, Nearly etrained, even though it t i 
train had left New York at 10 am), ; oe a eee ae 

The northbound SILVER STAR had just arrived, close to schedule, as the BAST WIND 
en ; stop " ats Southbound it was a few minutes behind us and a few 
minutes down, eparted close to time in both directi it i 
for the Een rections with 75 or so boarding 

Metroliner operations can be handled rather quickly here. The hourly runs were 
sold out for the rest of the day, Timewise they did rather well, with the majority 
ia in on schedule and none more than 15 minutes behind. 

t was nearly an hour before departure, but a large crowd was already gatherin 
for the 3:05 MURRAY HILL to New York, The effect of weather on other te imeetts 
seemed to be showing. Last year | counted just over 500 boarding. This time when 
the gate admitted the last few stragglers the total topped 1000, That's just about 
the capacity of a full length train of high capacity coaches, 


At this point the BROADWAY, which had to fight thru the snows of Western Pennsylvania 


and Ohio, made its Sehour late appearance, It, at least. did get throuch, Th 
snows also took their tol] on the JAMES WITCOMB RILEY, hich chewed desta ‘sh 
later-enearly 3:30 behind, 


In the non-Amtrak category, Southern #8, the mixed train from Lyn 
iti : dy | chb d 
it in on time, at 2:30, Sixty detrainedeegood indeed for this ae OES 


Another big group lining up now for the MERCHANTS LIMITED : 
the loading vas in the vicinity of 500, This time, 850-900, The GROADWAY nate” 
ready on time for its westbound departure in spite of the extremely late arrival 
The 1973 passenger count of 40 was nearly doubled this time--about 75, Yet : 
another large crowd now, this time for the MONTREALER, at 5:05, 750-800 poured 
ai gate, compared with a little over 500 last year. 

ue in at 5:00 was the MINUTE MAN from Boston, Ironically. its 1 j 
year was exactly the Same as a year ago=-6) minutes, The AMES WHITCOMG RiceY 
was held for transfering passengers who couldn't be counted since they simply 
Hae: eatin year they were counted, Even so, the 800 who detrained 

re_far outnu j 

time, The JWR accepted Bee 54 (vitiout Granefrsh : Pang us, whe poured te 

| decided on a return to Baltimore via the NEW YORKER at 7:05. This one had 
2 sections, ] posted for 7:02 just ahead of the regular section at 7:05, Each had 
ll cars, Washington passengers were directed, via the PA, to the regular section 
more than 500 strong. At least a couple of hundred found the special section j 
including myself, This turned out to be basically the same equipment which forned 
the EAST WIND a few hours earlier, We DID leave at 7:02 and we DIDN'T stop at 


Capital Beltway as scheduled, Since the sto t j 
were able to leave it for the regular Se ane ie rat ne ee 
with some extra minutes to board the big group waiting on the windswept platform 
ke ae “ on time at 7:49, The regular section showed 15 late and 
Picked up a Tew leTtover passengers, Both trains had 

Wilmington and Philadelphia passengers ERT CEN SE ae ae 
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Just before leaving Washington, by the way, | noted that a Ist section of the 
SOUTHERN CRESCENT was due just a few minutes down with the second section, from 
Boston, running 75 late, The SILVER METEOR and CHAMPION were expected in good shape. 

| watched Baltimore operations for awhile, with section 1 of the STATESMAN, origin 
eating in NY, showing on time at 8:05 with 9 cars, The following Boston section 
was delayed almost 2 hours--coming in at 10:00 with 10 cars. Meanwhile, the 
Washingtonebound CHESAPEAKE and the NIGHT CAP for NY arrived within a minute of 
each other on opposite sides of the same platform--the former being 15 minutes late, 
Eleven well filled cars for the CHESAPEAKE, the last several being ancient P-70 
coaches normally used only between NY and Philadelphia, As for the NIGHT CAP, 
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The JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY took on a big load in Washington. Here, the RILEY leaves 
Chicago last August 24, approaching Pullman Junction on the South Side, with a 6« 
car consist that included a private heavyweight observation on the rear. Photo by 
Jack Ferry. 
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it had 8 coaches which seemed to carry a somewhat heavier load than the 200 or 
so | counted on at Washington in 1973, 

As | called it a night, the SENATOR and MERCHANTS LIMITED were both posted 
1 hour behind, That l-hour figure seemed to be the minimum delay during the 
day for consists out of Boston, 

So, it was a significantly bigger Thanksgiving windup this year for Amtrak, 
thanks in part te the weatherman, One that will probably be hard to top next 
year unless bad traveling conditions and/or another fuel crunch should develop, 
And in this area, at least, most rail passengers seemed to get there with less 
trouble and delay than on other means of public transportation, Many had to stand 
in the extra crush, to be sure, but most would probably opt for that, rather than 
sitting or standing in some terminal for hours waiting for departure--or even 
being stranded overnight along some remote stretch of highway, 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


"The semipublic rail passenger corporation said it hasn't found any evidence of 
unhealthy food conditions at its commissaries or on its trains since the August. 
{nspection, It said that food service will be further improved in the future with 
the use of advanced methods of preparing meals at commissaries and handling food 
or trains.® --Wall Street Journal, December 9 


(Tell us more about these advanced methods of handling trains.) 
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MIXED TRAIN OF THOUGHTS (continued from page 6) 
coach 1580; Amtrak coach 5672; PC coach 2914; Amtrak coach-lounge 3850 (with semi- 
airline interior); Amtrak coaches 6028, 5479; Amtrak TV lounge 3314; PC coach 1486; 
Amtrak coaches 6000, 6051; PC coach 1534; private b-bdrm-lounge "Lionel Ives." In 
addition, PC ran 12 Silverliners from Paoli and 5 from Trenton. A protect GG-1 was 
stationed nearby, and a single Silverliner brought down the train cleanup and turn- 
around crew from 30" St...... THE CLAMDIGGER WILL be revived early in January, the 
New London-New Haven commuter train whose discontinuance was the subject of a feat- 
ure in the Feb, 7, 1972 RIN. The state of Connecticut is reviving the train, which 
will make a commute-hours roundtrip, and additionally a mid-day run that leaves New 
Haven at 11:05am and leaves New London at 2:40, Incidentally, during the period 
Dec, 2-6, buses were substituted for trains between these two points while a rail- 
road drawbridge at Old Saybrook was being repaired. Some Amtrak trsins (#66, 67, 
171, 172, 174 & 177) ran the NY-Boston route via Springfield, MA, while the others 
were terminated at New Haven and New London with buses filling in between..... 

% MH 
AMTRAK'S DINING CAR facilities were again in the news early in December, when the 
Food and Drug Administration reported the corporation had until Dec. 15 to comply 
with an order to correct the conditions that allegedly led to food poisoning in 
some diners last summer (earlier reported here), Non-compliance would lead to the 
closing down of all Amtrak on-board food service. Amtrak has been working on a 
cleanup program, it said, and its Chicago commissary got an "excellent® rating by 
an FUA inspector in September..... AMTRAK ISSUED SOME new regional timetables with 
Nov, 19 dates..... AMTRAK'S SYSTEMWIDE RIDERSHIP was up 10% in October, over the 
same month in 1973: 1,283,836 coach passengers compared to 1,164,752 in 1973. First 
class went from 32,059 to 33,036. For the second month, its overall on-time perf- 
ormance exceeded 832, Two trains had 100% on-time records: the SAN JOAQUIN and 
the weekend-only Boston-Harrisburg trains (see complete figures on p. 7)... 
HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE has a special subcommittee preparing a report on the 
INTER-AMERICAN, Texas rail supporters are urging others to send their comments on 
the train to: Mr. Hm. T. Druhan, Special Consultant, 2323 Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington DC 20515, TexARP and the Austin Chamber of Commerce, among 
others are especially suggesting the following needs: a direct and speedy Dallas- 
Austin/San Antonio route, and thru-car service to Mexico City, preferably Chicago- 
Mexico City..... A TRAGIC FIRE in a dormitory car on a Ringling Bros. circus train 
killed 4 people the morning of Dec. 4 as the train sped thru Kingstree, SC. One of 
the persons killed had leapt from the train to escape the flames. The train was 
headed from New Haven, CT to Venice, FL to winter over after the last performance 
of the year, The victims were support personnel for the circus. There were 250 


people aboard the train, and the animal cars were well ahead of the blazing car in 
the 34-car consist..... THE SAN JOAQUIN reached a low point of patronage in Octo- 
ber and November, figures from the Valley show, just before Amtrak announced it 
was reversing its downgrading of the train and reinstituting hot meals and baggage 
cars. There is no report yet on what effect the change in bus connections at Bak- 
erstield is making..... A PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPER reports that Amtrak officials are 
looking at the possibility of cutting 150 miles off the NY-Chicago run by carrying 
trains thru the Lehigh Valley..... THE CANADIAN LRC train returned to Canada by 
way of Chicago, the trip along the West Coast being cancelled, after having run at 
an average speed of 96.8mph for a distance totalling 1094.76 miles--with just two 
10min inspection stops--on the DOT's test track in Pueblo, CO..... DOT SECRETARY 
BRINEGAR moved Deputy Federal RR Administrator Asaph H, Hall to acting administra- 
tor of FRA while John Ingram moves to the Rock Island..... DECEMBER FIRST IN Chi- 
cago was one of Amtrak's busiest days. An estimated 7200 or more people left the 
city on Amtrak trains that day. The ST. CLAIR #362 had 7 car and over 800 passen- 
gers; the PANAMA LTD ran two sections, one a 17=car special to Carbondale with 900 
riders. Train > #305 hit a truck at Lockport, IL at TSmph, killing 2 occupants 
and damaging the loco, which was replaced by an IC steam generator geep..... 45 
: page 





Just before leaving Washington, by the way, | noted that a Ist section of the 
SOUTHERN CRESCENT was due just a few minutes down with the second section, from 


Boston, running 75 late, The SILVER METEOR and CHAMPION were expected in good shape, 
| watched Baltimore operations for awhile, with section 1 of the STATESMAN, origin 


eating in NY, showing on time at 8:05 with 9 cars, The following Boston section 

was delayed almost 2 hours--coming in at 10:00 with 10 cars. Meanwhile, the 
Washingtonebound CHESAPEAKE and the NIGHT CAP for NY arrived within a minute of 

each other on opposite sides of the same platform--the former being 15 minutes late, 
Eleven well filled cars for the CHESAPEAKE, the last several being ancient P-70 
coaches normally used only between NY and Philadelphia. As for the NIGHT CAP, 
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The JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY took on a big load in Washington. Here, the RILEY leaves 
Chicago last August 24, approaching Pullman Junction on the South Side, with a 6« 
car consist that included a private heavyweight observation on the rear. Photo by 
Jack Ferry. 





it had 8 coaches which seemed to carry a somewhat heavier load than the 200 or 
so | counted on at Washington in 1973, 

As | called it a night, the SENATOR and MERCHANTS LIMITED were both posted 
1 hour behind, That l-hour figure seemed to be the minimum delay during the 
day for consists out of Boston, 

So, it was a significantly bigger Thanksgiving windup this year for Amtrak, 
thanks in part te the weatherman, One that will probably be hard to top next 
year unless bad traveling conditions and/or another fuel crunch should develop, 
And in this area, at least, most rail passengers seemed to get there with less 
trouble and delay than on other means of public transportation, Many had to stand 
in the extra crush, to be sure, but most would probably opt for that, rather than 
sitting or standing in some terminal for hours waiting for departure--or even 
being stranded overnight along some remote stretch of highway, 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


"The semipublic rail passenger corporation said it hasn't found any evidence of 
unhealthy food conditions at its commissaries or on its trains since the August. 
inspection, It said that food service will be further improved in the future with 
the use of advanced methods of preparing meals at commissaries and handling food 
or trains." ~-Wall Street Journal, December 9 


(Tell us more about these advanced methods of handling trains.) 
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MIXED TRAIN OF THOUGHTS (continued from page 6) 


coach 1580; Amtrak coach 5672; PC coach 2914; Amtrak coach-lounge 3850 (with semi- 
airline interior); Amtrak coaches 6028, 5479; Amtrak TV lounge 3314; PC coach 1486; 
Amtrak coaches 6000, 6051; PC coach 1534; private b-bdrm-lounge "Lionel Ives." In 
addition, PC ran 12 Silverliners from Paoli and 5 from Trenton, A protect GG-1 was 
stationed nearby, and a single Silverliner brought down the train cleanup and turn- 
around crew from 30° St...... THE CLAMDIGGER WILL be revived early in January, the 
New London-New Haven commuter train whose discontinuance was the subject of a feat- 
ure in the Feb. 7, 1972 RIN, The state of Connecticut is reviving the train, which 
will make a commute-hours roundtrip, and additionally a mid-day run that leaves New 
Haven at 11:05am and leaves New London at 2:40, Incidentally, during the period 
Dec, 2-6, buses were substituted for trains between these two points while a rail- 
road drawbridge at Old Saybrook was being repaired. Some Amtrak trsins (#66, 67, 
171, 172, 174 & 177) ran the NY-Boston route via Springfield, MA, while the others 
were terminated at New Haven and New London with buses filling in between..... 
*% % 
AMTRAK'S DINING CAR facilities were again in the news early in December, when the 
Food and Drug Administration reported the corporation had until Dec. 15 to comply 
with an order to correct the conditions that allegedly led to food poisoning in 
some diners last summer (earlier reported here). Non-compliance would lead to the 
closing down of all Amtrak on-board food service, Amtrak has been working on a 
cleanup program, it said, and its Chicago commissary got an "excellent" rating by 
an FDA inspector in September..... AMTRAK ISSUED SOME new regional timetables with 
Nov, 15 dates..... AMTRAK'S SYSTEMWIDE RIDERSHIP was up 10% in October, over the 
same month in 1973: 1,283,836 coach passengers compared to 1,164,752 in 1973. First 
class went from 32,059 to 33,036. For the second month, its overall on-tine perf- 
ormance exceeded 83%, Two trains had 100% on-time records: the SAN JOAQUIN and 
the weekend-only Boston-Harrisburg trains (see complete figures on p. 7)..ec. 
HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE has a special subcommittee preparing a report on the 
INTER-AMERICAN, Texas rail supporters are urging others to send their comments on 
the train to: Mr. Wm. T. Druhan, Special Consultant, 2323 Rayburn House Uffice 
Building, Washington DC 20515. TexARP and the Austin Chamber of Commerce, among 
others are especially suggesting the following needs: a direct and speedy Dallas- 
Austin/San Antonio route, and thru-car service to Mexico City, preferably Chicago- 
Mexico City..... A TRAGIC FIRE in a dormitory car on a Ringling Bros. circus train 
killed 4 people the morning of Dec. 4 as the train sped thru Kingstree, SC, One of 
the persons killed had leapt from the train to escape the flames. The train was 
headed from New Haven, CT to Venice, FL to winter over after the last per formance 
of the year. The victims were support personnel for the circus. There were 250 


people aboard the train, and the animal cars were well ahead of the blazing car in 
the 34=car consist..... THE SAN JOAQUIN reached a low point of patronage in Octo- 
ber and November, figures from the Valley show, just before Amtrak announced it 
was reversing its downgrading of the train and reinstituting hot meals and baggage 
cars. There is no report yet on what effect the change in bus connections at Bak- 
erstield is making..... A PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPER reports that Amtrak officials are 
looking at the possibility of cutting 150 miles off the NY-Chicago run by carrying 
trains thru the Lehigh Valley..... THE CANADIAN LRC train returned to Canada by 
way of Chicago, the trip along the West Coast being cancelled, after having run at 
an average speed of 96.8mph for a distance totalling 1094.76 miles--with just two 
10-min inspection stops--on the DOT's test track in Pueblo, CO..... DOT SECRETARY 
BRINEGAR moved Deputy Federal RR Administrator Asaph H, Hall to acting administra- 
tor of FRA while John Ingram moves to the Rock Island..... DECEMBER FIRST IN Chi- 
cago was one of Amtrak's busiest days, An estimated 7200 or more people left the 
city on Amtrak trains that day. The ST. CLAIR #362 had 7 car and over 800 passene 
gers; the PANAMA LTD ran two sections, one a 17-car special to Carbondale with 900 
riders, Traia. - #305 hit a truck at Lockport, IL at 75mph, killing 2 occupants 
and damaging the loco, which was replaced by an IC steam generator geep..... 45 
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(continued from page 5) wae 
ing in New York, I would take the MINUT: MAN to Baltimore, where I was stay~ 


i hari out of the station into a cold, windy blizzard and we made ing while spending a few weeks at 955 LtEnfant Plaza, at the invitation of 
* . , P Amtrak, to get a close look at its home office. The interlude in M 

The snow let up a little by St. Jean and we clicked towards Cantic sited qpotiien airentuce fo mr iflis-er ancenen SHExe BAF 7 ni in Montreal 

and the border, but on the southbound trip, customs takes place right anything to happen ’ really can expect 


outside St. Albans, Vermont. I sat in a bedroom, contemplating the night 
ahead, Then, unexpectedly making his appearance on the carpet was Mr. 
Mouse} He ceme along as pretty as you please, sniffing out possible mor- 








sels. ‘hoops! My reflexes caused me to move slizhtly and he quickly ae = 
darted away. Small and harmless, I msed, but on ay pillow? ‘as he the ay Eke ra} > = 3 oe 5 PLE a > ©) = | = ee; 8 Uv 
only one? Time would tell. SSn29792 oFAWDS<PVFLa os23 
At customs everyone had to stay in his seat. The inspectors took SO R@RSS Bta8so- 2h fazases <=53 
extra long this night, keeping stopped an hour and 11 minutes. Maybe 2H DeSrrstTVTOMDGQwy 2 Par Ss te 
SQqo¥ aa a5 002295 ~ = oe 

they were ferreting out dope runners. The mouse shouldn't cross the oO Done ra +>—-o 30 9 =~ — Ss. 1 < 
i i i COR’ Rf POoan Ww ec =f) 0 5 asa = 

border without being questioned either, 1 thought. Pom 3 so s323° -e¢MZedRg0 = 5 @o3.5 
We left St. Albans 45 minutes late. Looking out a dutch door into O s Xayzoxde OF agQoHisé 4 = =- os c- ss 

the chill night, I recalled the many fine nighttime photographs of >50 = @ = Me ° » 3 an =i = Q 8 sa5 =J ria) 
CN h4-8-4's pulling this same train. After a light snack in the dizer, Bo = » o's 5 =o oo —=Oc — > o<35 
I headed into the Pub for an enjoyable evening. I had been there earlier os o > 0 rom) = 2 co > © > < a 35 © 3 = a2@an 
and plunked the piano a bit, but now the paid player was holding forth oS55 Cc S O75 off D ale 2° 275 Os 2 9 
and taking requests, High spirited renditions of everything from current e3S2RZa%20 S8258n-§< zB Ssus 
rock favorites to "As Time Goes By" filled the car with happy sounds. 2 gm 2. oe Be O A = > = O p> 300 ae “o ye = = 4 = 
The liquid spirits added zest to the occasion. During a break, a bearded ca) S, on x © = “4 += oT o a3 = a Se _—"? =o 
young man volunteered to play and sing on the guitar. He had a Bob Dylan Ss os asgao8 O@2@5282575° qa 
voice and sang well. His songs had an earthy realness about them. Then he = = 2 = cho CaS oO ® Co) a 3 << 
opened a big, black box he'd brought along and popped out a mouth organ. : i a on i 5 ° 
One of the women passengers immediately requested to play it~-so harmonica, * x 
w 


guitar and piano gave us sparkling entertainment. 

I got up and secured a 7-up "on the rocks", iihen I returned, our 
friend had added a kazoo to the ensemble. As the piano player began in earn ra 
-est again, the young man abandoned the git-box and kazoo and searched his 4eo, 
box again. He came up with the spoonsi Clickety-click to the rhythm of the 
music. Others in the car sang along, and the mood was high. Still mre oe: 
surprises, tho, as he passed around a jug of home-made cider. Put it to- ; 
gether with honey and maple syrup, he said. Tasted good. Then, after passing 
Waterbury and the evening growing late, the final touch was added. Not 
satisfied with guitar, harmonica, kazoo, spoons or even a jew's-harp I for- 
got about, here he comes with a trombone}! 

Music, such as it was, continued for a while. Then, commotion: A man 
came running through the car, waving his hands, saying "...I don't believe 
iteeeit's crazy, it's crazy...give me a drink...oh.ohe" Seems he drove up 
to the Montpelier station, left the motor of his car running and the doors 
open and put his friend on the train. Naturally the MONTREAIER took off 
with him aboard. He didn't have any business getting on in the first place, 
but he carried on about having to go to. work in 15 minutes, how his wife 
would wonder what happened to him. But he did all his worrying in a spirit 
of mock unhappiness, so most of us were more amused than concerned. He had 
some wild idea about getting off at White River Jct. and taking a freight 
train back. Most likely, he'd be taking a taxi back and at his own expense, 
too. He continued to make wide-eyed comments, so an unusual finish to an 
enjoyable evening. 

I walked back to check on developments in the "Air Force Academy". There 
had been such a demand for space that the extra roomettes and bedroom space 
in this deadhead had all been sold. One of the dining car crew offered to 
get supplies of soap and towels to everyone (I had just raided the supply INFORMATION |_1B-1) 
lockers). Even bedroom C which contained Mr. Mouse was occupied. I wondered . Te 
about hearing screams in the night. ad ae 

Time to go to bed now. I closed the door and vulled down the bed. e 
These Pullman-Standard sleepers are designed interestingly with little covers 
over permanent wash basins, etc. As I arranged the pillows to sleep, I found 
that the mouse had indeed been around here, leaving a little calling card. 
Somehow the thought of a possible visitor examinirg the hairs of my head at TO LIRR al 
night didn't appeal too much. I got an additional sheet from the linen To. - . 
closet at the end of the car and draped it in and around the many cracks and On. be - of 
crevices (perfect little hiding places) behind the head of the bed. With €s ~~ -- gare 
the light off, every little creak and groan of the train moving along re= 
sembled the sound of a mouse scratching his way into my abode. I slept 
fitfully, but didn't hear any screams. 

Blinkit I cracked the shade. Mmmm, under the wire now--where were 
we? 4 high level siatform shot by: Cos Cob. I was dressed by the time we 
crossed Hell Gate .nd detrained at Penn Station, arriving 3U minutes late. 

I liked the "Air Force Academy" in spite of our little friend. After a morn- 
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(continued from page 5) eae 
ing in New York, I would take the MINUT: MAN to Baltimore, where I was stay- 


= ea out of the station into a cold, windy blizzard and we made ing while spending a few weeks at 955 L'Enfant Plaza, at the invitation of 
s ; : ‘ Amtrak, to get a close look at its home office. The interlude in M 

The snow let up a little by St. Jean and we clicked towards Cantic added another adventure to my file on Amtrak, where one r “Al in Montreal 

and the border, but on the southbound trip, customs takes place right anything to happen ’ eally can expect 


outside St. Albans, Vermont. I sat in a bedroom, contemplating the night 
ahead. Then, unexpectedly making his appearance on the carpet was Mr. 
Mouse} He ceme along as pretty as you please, sniffing out possible mor- 
sels. ‘hoops! My reflexes caused me to move sliszhtly and he quickly 
darted away. Small and harmless, I mused, but on ay pillow? ‘las he the 
only one? Time would tell. 

At customs everyone had to stay in his seat. The inspectors took 
extra long this night, keeping stopped an hour and 11 minutes. Maybe 
they were ferreting out dope runners. The mouse shouldn't cross the 
border without being questioned either, I thought. 

We left St. Albans 45 minutes late. Looking out a dutch door into 
the chill night, I recalled the many fine nighttime photographs of 
CN 4-8-4's pulling this same train. After a light snack in the diner, 

I headed into the Pub for an enjoyable evening. I had been there earlier 
and plunked the piano a bit, but now the paid player was holding forth 

and taking requests. High spirited renditions of everything from current 
rock favorites to "As Time Goes By" filled the car with happy sounds. 

The liquid spirits added zest to the occasion. During a break, a bearded 
young man volunteered to play and sing on the guitar. He had a Bob Dylan 
voice and sang well. His songs had an earthy realness about them. Then he 
opened a big, black box he'd brought along and popped out a mouth organ. 
One of the women passengers immediately requested to play it--so harmonica, 
guitar and piano gave us sparkling entertainment. 

I got up and secured a 7-up "on the rocks". iihen I returned, our 
friend had added a kazoo to the ensemble. As the piano player began in earn - 
-est again, the young man abandoned the git-box and kazoo and searched his 4,0» 
box again. He came up with the spoons| Clickety-click to the rhythm of the « fe 
misic, Others in the car sang along, and the mood was high. Still mre ie: bo 
surprises, tho, as he passed around a jug of home-made cider, Put it to- 3 
gether with honey and maple syrup, he said. Tasted good. Then, after passing 
Waterbury and the evening growing late, the final touch was added. Not = 
satisfied with guitar, harmonica, kazoo, spoons or even a jew's-harp I for- 
got about, here he comes with a trombonel} 

Music, such as it was, continued for a while. Then, commotion: A man 
came running through the car, waving his hands, saying "...I don't believe 
it..it's crazy, it's crazy...give me a drink...oh.oh." Seems he drove up 
to the Montpelier station, left the motor of his car running and the doors 
open and put his friend on the train. Naturally the MONTREALER took off 
with him aboard. He didn't have any business getting on in the first place, 
but he carried on about having to go to. work in 15 minutes, how his wife 
would wonder what happened to him. But he did all his worrying in a spirit 
of mock unhappiness, so most of us were more amised than concerned. He had 
some wild idea about getting off at White River Jct. and taking a freight 
train back. Most likely, he'd be taking a taxi back and at his own expense, 
too. He continued to make wide-eyed comments, so an unusual finish to an 
enjoyable evening. 

I walked back to check on developments in the "Air Force Academy". There 
had been such a demand for space that the extra roomettes and bedroom space 
in this deadhead had all been sold. One of the dining car crew offered to = 
get supplies of soap and towels to everyone (I had just raided the supply Tion [ie-1] 7 
lockers). Even bedroom C which contained Mr. Mouse was occupied. I wondered . - mi 
about hearing screams in the night. yo ie 

Time to go to bed now. I closed the door and vulled down the bed. / 

These Pullman-Standard sleepers are designed interestingly with little covers 
over permanent wash basins, etc. As I arranged the pillows to sleep, I found 
that the mouse had indeed been around here, leaving a little calling card. 
Somehow the thought of a possible visitor examining the hairs of my head at TO LIRR al 
night didn't appeal too much. I got an additional sheet from the linen %. a . 

closet at the end of the car and draped it in and around the many cracks and “one ee Lo ad 
crevices (perfect little hiding places) behind the head of the bed. With <3 ~ -- gare 

the light off, every little creak and groan of the train moving along re- 
sembled the sound of a mouse scratching his way into my abode. I slept 
fitfully, but didn't hear any screams. 

Blinkt I cracked the shade. Mmmm, under the wire now--where were 
we? 4 high level <latform shot by: Cos Cob. I was dressed by the time we 
crossed Hell Gate znd detrained at Penn Station, arriving 30 minutes late. 

I liked the "Air Force Academy" in spite of our little friend. After a morn- 
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Express Ads 


AMTRAK AND THE HOLIDAYS! Take the hassle out of holiday travel--make your plans 
and reservations early with the helpful Amtrak Professionals at GREAT WESTERN 

TOURS, Sheraton-Palace Hotel, San Francisco 94105, or call us at (415) 398-2994, 
"An Amtrakeappointed agency dedicated to the pleasure of travel by train." 


ROCK ISLAND PLAYING CARDS, New, limited edition. High quality, attractive de- 
sign. Available with black or red backs. $1.50 plus 25¢ per deck post. & hdlg. 
Make check or M.0, payable to "Rock Island Lines" and send to: Rock Island Lines,F 
Public Relations Dept, RIN, 139 W. Van Buren St., Chicago IL 60605. 


RAILROAD UNIFORM BUTTONS 50¢ each. Seaboard, Frisco and Georgia. The following 
60¢ each: Big Four, Western Maryland and Southwest Missouri. The following /5¢ 
each: Pullman, Baltimore and Ohio, Canadian National, Seaboard Coast Line and 

National Rys. of Mexico. J. Lajoie, 22 Stevens, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 


FOR CHRISTMAS - A 28 page storybook to color, "STEAMY" is a locomotive on the 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad. His adventures on the old D&RGW narrow gauge 
will give youngsters a feel for Rocky Mountain railroading as it was. $1.75. 

Dave Ulmer, Jr., 1407 Holmes Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 


OUR COMBING of the nation for public timetables has worked. Collections are 
coming to us from everywhere, We can handle even more. Top prices. We are the 
upper crust of timetable dealers. Try us first for $'s sake. Antique Timecard 

Acquisitors, 21 £&. Robin Road, Holland, PA 18966. 


JUST PRINTED ~ "Railroad Potpourri,"® 80 pages, soft cover, 6 x 9, 73 pictures 
covering a railfan's 40 years of railroad photography, $4.00 postpaid. 
Homer R, Hill, 19 Quimby Lane, Bernardsville, NJ 07924, 


FNORTHWEST SUBURBAN MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT" jilus. description of Chicago cemmuter 
line, 14 pages total (incl. 8-8x10 pix), spiral bound. 32.60 Bie Ky. res. add 
13¢ sales tax. L. Wright, 1400 Valley Drive, Louisville, KY 40213. 
TIMETABLES - Buying all public TTs. Amtrak and earlier. Send your list. Coel- 
lections too. C.F. Loucks. 199 Wayland St., Hamden, CT 06518, 


SUN VALLEY SPECIAL all-pullman excursion train will operate from Los Angeles to 
Shoshone, Idaho and return, going via SP and Donner Pass and returning via UP 
and Las Vegas, Washington's Birthday Weekend, February 14-18, 1975. Schedule 
permits a daylight crossing of Donner Pass and a daylight run from Salt Lake City 
to Las Vegas. All-inclusive fares start at $240. For brochure and reservations, 
contact Pacific Railroad Society, Box 2274, Mission Viejo, CA 92675. 


THE BLO LINE 
Official news bulletin of Tri-State Chapter, National Ry. Historical Society. 
Contemporary Eastern railroading featured each month in big, 16-page issue! 
Rail news, freight schedules, track diagrams, railfan events, etc. Issued 
monthly except July and August, only $3.50 per year. WRITE: Tri-State Chapter, 
NRHS, c/o 210 Perrine Avenue, Piscataway, New Jersey 08854, 


RIDE THE FLORIDA SURF HOLIDAY SPECIAL, 574 Champagne miles from St, Peters- 
burg to Jacksonville, Florida on Saturday, December 28, 1974 and Sunday , 
December 29%, Round trip fare includes your passage, party, and 40 winks 
in one of our bedrooms, roomettes or sections. Write to: FLORIDA SURF, 
2016 N. Village Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33612 or phone (813) 932-3887, evenings. 
RIDE A PRIVATE CAR! 


RIN'S EXPRESS ADS cost just 50¢ per line for line o& 80 characters and spaces. 
Display ads are $25 per page (5x8 inches), with smaller sizes priced propor- 
tionally, Write: MESSAGE MEDIA - RTN, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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LETTERS (continued from page 2) 
miles and provide a one=class service? 


In practically every country in the free world a journey of this length would have 
both first and second class. What exactly are Amtrak's plans on first class (parlor 
cars) daytime service? With the exception of New York-Washington service, and the 5 
trains each way between New York and Boston that carry parlor cars, there is not euch 
else--a few trains in the Midwest and on the West Coast, and certain daytime runs 
where there might be a sleeper attached operating as a day parlor. 

The ADIRONDACK has no first class service, the Emire Service has none, now Detroit 
has none, the French Turbo trains have none. (Yet the same type of Turbo trains op- 
erating on the SNCF has: a two-class service, as do the Canadian National Turbos.) 

.»-Possibly Amtrak believes passengers who desire daytine first class travel should 
fly. It would certainly be worth an article to describe Amtrak's intentions. 


New York, New York Walter M. Kaufman 


Being a former resident of the state of Michigan, | was much interested in your 
articles on the restoring of passenoer train service of the forrer Michigan Central 
from Detroit to Buffalo and also the route from Battle Creek to Port Huron, Michigan 
of the Grand Trunk Western, altho | wish they had used GTW tracks all the Way. 

My home town of Lansing, Michigan was on this main line route of GIW--Chicago to 
Hontreal, using its own tunnel (built in 1890) under the St. Clair River, from Port 
Huron to Sarnia, Ontario. For years Grand Trunk operated two fine thru passenger 
trains between these cities (851 miles), the MAPLE LEAF and the INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
on its double-track right of way, all the distance. Lansing was a great town for us 
kids to watch trains as four railroads served this town, Besides GIW was the Grand 
Rapids-Detroit line of Pere Marquette, a branch line of MCRR from Saginaw-Bay City to 
Jackson, where it connected with Michigan Central's fine main line, ¢hicago-Detroyt- 
Buffalo, all double track, heavy rails, crushed rock roadbed and "yater-on-the-fly* 
from track pans between the rails. There was also a branch line of Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern that came up to Lansing from its famous main line, from Chicago to 
Buffalo, via Cleveland. Both LS&MS and MCRR operated thru trains from Chicago to 
New York and Boston, the New York Central taking over at Buffalo. Both of these 
roads had a name for fine, fast trains and service, long before Vanderbilt and NYC 
gobbled them up into his system. 

Raymond F, Nichols 
Los Osos, California 
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RAILFAN MAGAZINE 


Subscription Rate $12.00 Per Year. Make all checks or momey orders 
payable to: 

JEROME A. ROSENFELD 

133 DULLES DRIVE 

DUMONT, N.J. 07628 


